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Washington, D.C. November 2 — Dialogue on Diversity in celebrating its twentieth year of service ro
Washington and the national community, offered its Colloquium, the concluding program in the year’s
cycle of policy-related events, on two issues of key importance to American society. October is the
month of sharpened awareness of Domestic Violence, and also the month of Dialogue on Diversity’s
colloquium, held October 26t at the Capitol Visitors’ Center in Washington, on the varied facers of the
DV problem and of its many avenues oFremedy. The afternoon portion of this agenda segued into the
issues of Immigration, the economics of the phenomenon and the lot of the ethnic immigrant minorities.
The many vexed aspects of the immigration question bear a perhaps surprising linkage with the outbreaks

of intra-family abuse that scar the often stressful lives of these communities.

Roxana Olivas, Director of the D.C. Office on Latino affairs, a sponsoring entity in the 2011 program,
brought a greetin% from the District and described the work of the OLA with Washington’s Latino
community. In a further token of support from the municipality Tatiana Morales-Torres of the office of
D.C. Council Chair Kwame R. Brown, presented a Resolution, made by the Council, commending
Dialogue on Diversity for its pioneering exploration of the two large issues of the Colloquium agenda —

both ofkey import for the District’s population.
Lynn Rosenthal, the White House Advisor on Violence Against Women, was the feamured midday

session speaker, reviewing the activities of her office, which are of nation-wide range, and noting the
special attention for this topic centering in the Vice President’s office. Her remarks underlined the
special focus that the problem of domestic abuse has benefited from during the present Administration.
For the Vice President, Mr. Biden, the question is of central priority, he being the principal force in the
Senate behind the passage of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in 1994. Ms. Rosenthal gave
over a major portion of the talk to the theme of violence as the spoiling element that can swiftly and
unexpectedly impart a destructive turn to relations among teens and young persons.

Anne Garcia, Social Services Director at Ayuda, and a long time performer in Washington’s community
agencies, offered an overview of the harms, mental and physical, flowing from acts of domestic violence.
Claudia Campos, clinical psychologist, writer, and broadcaster, held forth on the world of Spanish
speaking community, with emphasis on the effects of substance abuse, which does not cause, but

aggravates the degree of abuse.
Juley Fulcher, Policy Director for Break the Cycle, an agency concerned chiefly with the cycle of abuse

that vitiates young romance, discussed the general questions of law and policy in the field of domestic
violence. As for the particulars of the teen-age abuse, which is often mental, the most vulnerable targets
are girls/young women, ages 16 to 24. A third of these subjects report one or another form of abuse.
At the college level, 43% of women students have reported physical, sexual, or verbal abuse.

In a discussion on aspects of immigration, Felicia Escobar, of the White House Domestic Policy
Council, laid out the recently promulgated changes in the shape of the Administration’s enforcement
activity, the most notable feature of which is the “removal”, or deportation processes. The sheer number
of potental subjects eligible for removal is notoriously very large, so that any feasible removal campaign
is a matter of choosing which persons to bring into the system. The newly instituted policy is to
concentrate in these proceedings on persons with serious criminal history, leaving the stable and the law-
abiding, however undocumented, to rest unmolested. This policy has been assailed fiercely in the
Congress and media as an attempt to undermine the law itself. It is defended as a necessary, and an
appropriate, exercise of “prosecutorial discretion”.

Alex Nowrasteh, of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, offered an analysis of the economics of
immigration. Free mobility of labor resources — just as there is free across-border mobility of equipment
most other factors of production — would lead to a more productive allocation of effort. The estimated
enriching effects of unrestricted labor mobility (that is, the removal of barriers to immigration globally
whenever the rewards of a possible move were sufficient to induce the migrant to set forth) are of
surprisingly greac magnitude. Estimates have projected an annual increase of $27 trillion minimum and






