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1T WO SPECIAL FRIFENDS OF DIALOGUE ON DIVERSITY find themselves at center
focus in the current economic stresses that have wracked the country and are the
prime topic of the season for the American media. We report here on statements of
Hilda Solis, the Secretary of Labor, and Xavier Becerra, a member from the House
Democratic contingent on the newly launched Congressional committee to that this
week sets out to frame a structure for the fiscal health of the federal government
operations in the years ahead.

SECRETARY OF LABOR HILDA SOLIS

Dialogue on Diversity was pleased to be included this week in two programs sponsored by the Department
of Labor and presided at by its Secretary, Hilda Solis, who, it should be noted, has for long been a special
friend of the Dialogue, and a frequent speakers in its programs. Cristina Caballero represented the
Dialogue in these events. The second of these, Tuesday, August 30, was a National Press Club appearance,
in which Sec. Solis responded to a series of questions posed by the moderator and to questions of audience
members, principally media members (propounded by the moderator according to NPC custom). Topics
revolved generally about the question of unemployment in the state of sluggish recovery from the sharp
business slowdown over the last several years, and the actions available to the Department of Labor, and the
federal government generally, to ameliorate the distressful levels of unemployment.

Secretary Solis reviewed a variety of expedients that would diminish the numbers of the unemployed. One
was the upbuilding of the networks of transportation, schools, and other public installations through the
projected infrastructure bank. The bank would gather funding for shoring up and expanding the country’s
infrastructure through the issuance of bonds. This is the typical means of maintaining road systems, schools
and other public facilities, generally employcd at the local and state levels, but a fair case of borrowing,
quite prudently undertaken, to finance investment yielding useful returns. Additionally the Secretary spoke
of the reliance on a robust re-training programs, fitting the workforce with the human capital, through
possession of contemporary, market-adapted skills, which, given the vitality of the environing economic
system, would ensure a decent level of income. In the short run, of course, she stressed, the extension of
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