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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS COLLOQUIUM — REMEMBRANCE AND REMEDY
OCTOBER 20, 2010 — AT 1126 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. (NCLR OFFICES)

Dialogue on Diversity presented its 2010 Domestic Violence Awareness Colloquium, REMEMBRANCE AND
REMEDY, on Wednesday, October 20 at the architecturally striking La Raza headquarters in downtown Washington.
This second annual program formed part of the Domestic Violence Awareness Month observances around the
country. Emphasis in the colloquium presentations centered on the acute incidence of domestic abuse among many
immigrant communities in the national capital and other cities — reflecting a plague permeating, in its Protean forms,
every class and ethnicity. Translators from the District of Columbia’s Office of Latino Affairs, with aid of Hearsay
Interpreting, afforded simultaneous translation of Colloquium proceedings in both English and Spanish.

A program highlight was the appearance of HON, RAUL YZAGUIRRE, long-time
President of La Raza and now Ambassador to the Dominican Republic. In
remarks opening program proceedings shortly after 12:00, Mr. Yzaguirre began
with greeting his hearers. Itis always a pleasure, he said, to welcome you to this
building, which s for us and for many other organizations, a decent space, meant
for all organizations of good will. He commended Dialogue on Diversity as
organizer of the day’s colloquuum for its long history of work to afford a
powerful forum, from which littde, if anything, is put down as out of bounds in a
free discussion of the social and civic realities of our society and our time. While
discourse with no artificial constraints offers hope, our society, Mr. Yzaguirre
observed, 1s sadly being; tom apart at the same time by political infighting. So it
1s a society in which one has both chances and challenges. Very many Latino
persons, scarcely now a minority in a swiftly developing society, find that Ambssador Yzaguirre, Ma. Cristina Caballero violence,
invading even home and hearth and family, is important part of our contemporary reality, and for all persons, men
and women alike. It is in part an intergenerational problem, and there is need, Amb. Yzaguirre emphasized, to
understand the devastating consequences for the community — one evident impesative being the tasks of parents in
taking their responsibilities seriously. Bienvenidos.

LynN ROSENTHAL, White House Advisor on Violence Against Women, upon her introduction by Master of
Ceremonies Deborah Vargas, began by noting that many in today’s audience who are on the front lines in the
continuing; struggle with the incidence of family violence, shate with her a common
background, since her own professional history of began with years of work in shelters
and family clinics. We are here on behalf of those known and unknown. We are alive
and we are at wotk, she reminded hearers. Some others hive in terror, and some have
died. We must celebrate the survivors and take up the challenge in moving forward. She
noted the commitment of the Administration at its highest levels to the cause. Her own
work is part of the office of the Vice President, who, she noted, holds you as his
“heroes”. Shelters and hot lines are the stuff of the battle; they are held together at grass
roots by the efforts and commitment of ordinary people. Dialogue on Diversity, she
observed, stands as a “key group™ in moving the agenda forward. Some years ago it was
the Vice President, then a Senator, who held heanngs bringing to plain public view the
lurid testimonies of survivors. The outrage nsing about the country brought forth the
1994 Violence Against Women Act. Congress has strengthened the act from time to time, extending its reach to
afford protections, since enlarged, for training, for victims® housing, for state enforcement, for culturally fine-tuned
approaches, and more. Incidents of domestic violence have dropped maskedly, but the battle is not won. Public
attitudes are still infected by sexism,. blame-the-victim reflexes, and the like. And still hot lines are ninging, The
President has taken a hand in the cause. At a recent bill-signing ceremony a young woman began to relate her narrative
of domestic woes. In the middle of the recital she simply broke down. The President hurried from offstage, where he
was awaiting his own slot on the agenda, and stood at her elbow, encouraging her, as she finished her story. “He got
me through this,” she said afterward.

RODRIGO LEIVA, head of the Latino Federation of Greater Washington, noted that his organization was now
partnenng with Dialogue on Diversity for a second year in this program, which has now drawn force from the
generous participation of such figures as Ambassador Yzaguirre and Ms. Rosenthal. We have leamed in the Latino
Federation, Mr. Leiva remarked, that violence begets violence. The self-report incidents are so high that as one s
recorded, a second is coming in on its heels. The Federation is working to gain funding for services targeting
domestic abuse. Funds come in large measure from the Federal government, but also from foundations. Education







