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Questions of public policy are on everyone’s lips in this heated political season. We remind our
readers that, while policy may be public, its reverberations are often profoundly private — in our
resources, our health and well-being, and our planning for future needs.

The foﬂowing bill of reminders, bcing sent out to our circle of friends and members, highlight four
timely concerns on which each reader should be motivated to act. We are submitting the list for your

perusal. The topics on which the focus falls —

» L VOTING in the November elections, fast approaching, which could, for better or worse, work
a jolting reversal in the direction and speed of governmental action — must stand as a prime
topic of concern. Historical trend lines were bent sharply in the last national elections by the
large numbers of new voters, many from groups, young persons in particular, whose voting
participation had previously been at best sporadic. Many of the new vorters, it is everywhere
reported, may have had a change of mind, or of heart. The situation is fluid, and the
participation of voters old and new can readily pitch the outcome one way or another.

Each person entitled to cast a vote should take care to be properly registered. Inquire (the
internet, always nowadays the ready helper at one’s elbow, is a good enough tool — pull up
http://www.votesmart.org/voter _registration_resources.php?state id=VA&go2.x=17&go2.y=12& dist=
to zero in on detailed instructions for every state) to find out the details of the registration
process and learn the registration locations for your city or neighborhood. Often, too,
registration can be effected by internet. Next: find out the location where the vote itself is to
be cast. Again, often there can be advance voting at one or more locations, voting by mail, or

voting by other means diverging from the traditional. Study the way the voting machine, or
touch screen, or paper ballot scanner operates so that, when the time comes, you will not shrink
away from the poll in confusion.

In all, do not readily believe slogans. Again, remember that you are voting for a legislator, not a
candidate for beatification. Are his or her personal failings actually pertinent to the candidate’s
ideas and courage on policy? Most of all, remember that in voting for A you are nullifying the
vote your neighbor has just cast for B — a serious matter if one thinks about it. Don’t cast a
vote lightly or without having duly studied the questions at issue in the electoral choice.






